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1, Hannah's prayer at Shiloh
was for a son, whom she
dedicated to God
{1 Sam. 1:10-17).

6. Samuei secretly anointed
Saul as the first king of
Israel in the town of Zuph

(1 Sam. 9:5, §, 27; 10:1).

6. Samuel secretly anointed
David as the second king of
Israel in Bethiehem
(1 Sam. 16:1, 13),







Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16, 19, 25, 28)

1090 — 1020 B.C.

The name Samuel (1090 — 1020 B.C.) is meant, “His divine name is EL” There
are also other explanations given in I Sam 1:20,28 as “I have asked him of the
Lord” or “ I have lent him to the Lord” or *“ I have given him to the Lord”.

Some even suggest that the birth story described in I Samuel was previously

attributed to the birth of Saul.

Samuel was to abstain from alcoholic drinks and was not to cut his hair because
he was a Nazarite (I Sam 1:11,22; Heb. fragments of Sir 46:13).

Samuel is identified as a Levite. Albright, a biblical scholar suggests that Samuel
was an Ephraimites by birth, but was attached to the tabernacle as a Nazarite

and was therefore drawn by Levitical tradition.



Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16, 19, 25, 28)
1090 - 1020 B.C.

In a dream JHWH revealed to Samuel how he is going to bring disaster to the
family of Eli, the priest due to the wickedness of the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas (I Sam 3:11-14; 2:12-17; Cf. 2:27-36). The sons were Killed in a
battle with the Philistines at Ebenezer (I Sam 4:11). Eli also died after the
capture of the Ark of the Covenant by the Philistines (I Sam 4).

Since Samuel received the Theophany of God regularly at Shiloh the people
of Israel accepted him as the prophet of Israel (I Sam 3:20 ff.).

Samuel did not have any role in the Ark of the Covenant narrative (Ch. 4-6).

Samuel led the people of Israel to a burnt offering and an erection of a
commemoration stone called Ebenezor at Mizpah where he asked the people
to repent and prayed for their victory against the Philistines (I Sam 7:3-12).



Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16, 19, 25, 28)
1090 - 1020 B.C.

He did his duty as Judge through his yearly round up to the holy places like
Gilgal, Mizpah, Shiloh, Bethel etc. (I Sam 7:15-17). He also judged the people
of Israel staying at Ramah, his hometown.

Samuel’s two sons, Joel and Abijah served as judges at Beersheba (I Sam 8:1-3).

The corruptive minds (looked for gains, took bribes and perverted justice) of
the sons of Samuel led the people of Israel to demand the office of the king,
which irritated and displeased Samuel.

JHWH granted their request but warned the people through Samuel of the
taxes they have to pay to the king, the servile works that they have to do to the
kings and his family and the subjugation that they have to experience in the

hands of the king loosing all their properties to the king and his family (I Sam
8:11-17).









Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16,19, 25, 28)
1090 - 1020 B.C.

e Samuel rejected the dynastic rule of the family of Saul because of the
incident that took place at Gilgal (I Sam 13:8-14). Saul, without
waiting for the coming of Samuel, presided over the sacrificing
ceremony. It was a breach of the compromise formula made between
the king and the prophet (I Sam 7-11). According to this compromise
the duty of the king is to carry out the military activities of the Judges
of the pre-monarchcal period. The prophet would preside over the
sacrifice and find out the JHWH’s authorization for war and
communicate that message to the King.

e Samuel is considered the first prophet of Israel in the strict sense of
the term.






Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16,19, 25, 28)
1090 -1020 B.C.

e On JHWH’s advice Samuel in a private sacrifice anointed David the
youngest of the sons of Jesse as king of Israel at Bethlehem (I. Sam
16: 1-13; II Sam 2:4; 5:3). While David was blessed with the gift of the
Spirit as a result of the anointing, the spirit of JHWH departed from
Saul (I Sam 16:14; 10:6,10; 11:6).

e In the course of his struggle with Saul David was under the safe
custody of Samuel at Ramah, which was 3 K.M. from Gibeah the
town of Saul. Samuel’s assistance, support and help to David in his
flight from Saul gave prominence to the future king.

e Samuel was buried in Ramah and the whole Israelites mourned for
his death (I Sam 25:1; 28:3).



Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16,19, 25, 28)
1090 - 1020 B.C.

o After the death of Samuel Saul consulted a woman medium to
inquire the will of God. She brought a divine being from Sheol,
the underworld. Saul recognized the man wrapped himself in the

robe. He was none other than the prophet Samuel.

e Later biblical traditions highlight the role of Samuel as
intercessor (Jer 15:1; Ps 99:6) and associate with David in the

establishment of the office of the Gatekeepers (I Chr 9:22).



Characterization of Samuel (I Sam Ch.1-16, 19, 25, 28)
1090 - 1020 B.C.

e II Chr 35:18 speaks of a Passover of Josiah as the first of its kind

since the days of Samuel.
e NT refers to Samuel as the first prophet (Acts 3:24; 13:20).

e The prophetic character of Samuel is summarized in Sir 46:13-

20. The author of Hebrews includes Samuel among the great

heroes of faith (Heb 11:32).



